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Call to Order January 4, 2021 
 

1. Chairman Vigeant called the special meeting of the Marlborough School Committee to 

order at 6:00 p.m. at 17 Washington Street, Marlborough, MA. Members remotely present 
included Michelle Bodin-Hettinger, Earl Geary, Katherine Hennessy, Heidi Matthews, 
and Denise Ryan. Member Daniel Caruso was physical present, alongside Superintendent 
Michael Bergeron, and Director of Finance and Operations, Douglas Dias. Chairman 
Vigeant, MEA Representative, Eileen Barry, Assistant Superintendent of Teaching and 
Learning, Mary Murphy, and Assistant Superintendent of Student Services and Equity, 

Jody O’Brien, were all remotely present. 
  

 This meeting is being recorded by local cable, WMCT-TV, and is available for review. 
 
 

2. COVID-19 Discussion 

Superintendent Bergeron began the COVID-19 discussion with an update on testing. 

Binax testing kits were given to MPS for symptomatic students and staff. This testing has 

over a 95% validity rate. To be able to share information with parents and the Board of 

Health, a policy will need to be updated, which Mrs. Hennessy will work on with the 

Superintendent.  

Mrs. Matthews proposed that the return to hybrid model gets pushed back to Tuesday, 

January 19th, because two weeks after the holidays is January 15th, which is a Friday, and 

that following Monday, the 18th, is a holiday. She suggested that Cohort B should begin 

the hybrid return in-person first, as the Superintendent has previously suggested. 

Mrs. Hennessy voiced her agreement with Mrs. Matthews’ proposed return date. She 

emphasized how cases have already risen since the holidays.  

Mrs. Barry acknowledged that this meeting is referring to grades 3-12 students who are 

fully remote, but she questioned whether the current PK-grade 2 and EL students in 

school should/could be included or influenced in a decision made tonight. 
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Superintendent Bergeron stated that 22 students are COVID positive across the district, 

and this figure is split evenly between secondary and elementary students. There are no 

current quarantines, but there are staff and students in isolation from close contact to 

family members. At Hildreth School, no classrooms run by MPS have been quarantined, 

but one classroom run by the Boys and Girls Club has been quarantined. The 

Superintendent explained the difference between quarantining elementary and 

secondary students. Secondary students are team-based so more students and staff must 

be quarantined, but elementary students are classroom-based, which means less 

individuals are affected by any quarantines. The Superintendent strongly advocated to 

keep in school the priority students who are learning in person already.  

Mrs. Hennessy voiced her hope that the elementary students would interact less with 

others outside of school since they might remain in their home situation and her belief 

that older students are more likely to interact with other kids their age outside of their 

home. 

Mrs. Barry offered up an alternative solution: a staggered return to school, by grade or 

school. This solution would ease staff, student, and family concerns regarding everyone 

returning to school simultaneously.   

Superintendent Bergeron mentioned another school district that had a staggered opening 

with their elementary students coming back one week and their secondary students 

returning the next week. He recommended that the cohorts stay together for a staggered 

opening if the committee discusses this option. 

Mrs. Bodin-Hettinger reemphasized that the case numbers in schools tend to be students 

who are contracting the virus from within their family pods. She also stated that January 

11th is too soon to return to school.  

Chairman Vigeant explained that the Health Department and Hospital were not 

comfortable giving a recommendation until later this week, but it would have been too 

last minute to wait to have a School Committee meeting to vote on this matter after their 

recommendation. He expressed that waiting longer may be better for physical health but 

not mental health, so a lot must be considered when deciding what date is best to return 

to the hybrid model. 
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The Superintendent noted that a low percentage of students switched from hybrid to full 

remote learning for this semester.  

Mrs. Barry stressed that this decision is not set-in stone; if numbers rise there could be 

another meeting before January 19th to push back the return to hybrid learning.  

Chairman Vigeant does not want to change decisions on a weekly basis or choose a 

learning model for the rest of the year yet, but he acknowledges that decisions can change. 

He reiterated the importance of getting children back together in school.  

 
Motion made by Mrs. Matthews, seconded by Chairman Vigeant to extend the return date 

to hybrid learning for grades 3-12 students currently remote to January 19, 2021.   

Motion passed 7-0-0. Yes: Bodin-Hettinger, Caruso, Geary, Hennessy, Matthews, Ryan, 

and Vigeant.  

 
 

3. Adjournment: 

 
Motion made by Mrs. Bodin-Hettinger, seconded by Chairman Vigeant to adjourn at 6:32 

p.m.  

Motion passed 7-0-0. Yes: Bodin-Hettinger, Caruso, Geary, Hennessy, Matthews, Ryan, 

and Vigeant. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

  

 

 

 

 

      Heidi Matthews 

      Secretary, Marlborough School Committee 

 

 

HM/jm 

Approved January 26, 2021  

file:///C:/Users/psibilio/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/PQ3WST6G/www.mps-edu.org

